
As I begin my year as President 
of the College of Diplomates, I want 
you to know what a privilege it is to be 
associated with a group that is striving 
to make our profession better. We have 
a dedicated and hardworking Board 
of Directors that is passionate about 
helping endodontists become board 
certified.
 I want to thank Susan Hawkinson, 
our former executive secretary, for all 
her years of dedicated service to the 
college. We will miss you Susan! We 
also welcome Stacy Bogard as our new 
executive secretary and look forward to 
working with her in the years to come.

The mission of the COD is 
three-fold:

1.	Encouraging	and	mentoring	
candidates	who	are	pursuing	
board	certification.	

 Dr. Priya Chand is directing our 
mentoring program and has done an 
outstanding job organizing the mentors 
and matching mentors with candidates 
in the process of board certification. 
If you are interested in becoming a 

mentor, you can visit our website at 
www.collegeofdiplomates.org or  
contact Dr. Chand (endodent2002@
gmail.com) for more information. This 
is a great opportunity to give back to 
our profession and help a colleague 
through the board certification process. 
There is nothing more rewarding 
than walking up to the podium with 
a colleague you have mentored to get 
their pin at the Grossman Luncheon 
which the COD sponsors.
2.	Providing	educational	
opportunities	for	the	candidates	
pursuing	board	certification	
is	another	important	mission	
objective.	

	 Each year the COD sponsors a 
Board Review Course to assist the 
candidates in their preparation for 
the various phases of the certification 
process. Dr. Randy Todd has done an 
excellent job organizing and selecting 
the best speakers to help prepare our 
candidates. This past April the BRC 
was held in Indianapolis, Indiana and 
there were over 110 attendees. 
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President’s Message
continued from page 1

The feedback we received from those attending the 
course was very positive and many commented that 
this course was an excellent way to help organize  
their preparation for the oral and written portions 
of the examination. We also had several Diplomates 
attend the course who needed qualified CE for  
recertification. You can visit our website for more 
information regarding our next board review course.
3.	The	third	part	of	our	mission	statement	
is	to	provide	continuing	education	for	
Diplomates.	

	 Every other year the COD sponsors a “Summer 
Conference” for Diplomates and candidates in the 
board certification process. Dr. Shep Goldstein is 
the director of this conference and he has done an 
outstanding job selecting speakers and topics to entice 
our Diplomates to attend. This year our Summer 
Conference is in Beaver Creek, Colorado at the Grand 
Hyatt Hotel and the theme is, “What the Future Holds 
for the Endodontic Practice.” This will include new 
technologies, workforce issues and different practice 
models for providing endodontic services. Again, visit 
our website for details. 
 Finally, I want to thank our Board of Directors, Drs. 
Todd, Goldstein, Namerow, Coury, O’Dell, Chand, 
Shull and Law, and our consultant, Dr. Krell, for all 
their efforts this past year and we look forward to an 
exciting year of helping as many candidates as possible 
to successfully complete the board certification process 
in addition to providing meaningful CE for our 
members.

Thank You Susan!
After 13+ years of dedicated service to the College, 
Susan	Hawkinson has decided to step down as executive 
secretary. Susan came on board in the fall of 2000, shortly 
after the first Summer Conference in Jackson Hole, 
Wyoming. It had become apparent that the College was 
getting too big to be managed by the Board of Directors 
and part-time secretarial services. When Susan took over 
the position, there were approximately 600 members of 
the College, Currently there are 965 members. 
 Not only has the membership increased in size since 
Susan took the position, but her duties also expanded. 
Originally she was to maintain a database, mail dues 
statements and cover other necessary secretarial  
services, as well as make arrangements for the Grossman 
Luncheon at the AAE Annual Session. Her role expanded 
with the 2002 Summer Conference in Asheville, NC, 
to include taking registration and handling general 
arrangements for the 56 registrants and their families. 
She did the same every other year through the 2012 
Summer Conference in Sonoma, CA and its 92 participants. 
Then came the responsibilities of doing the same for the 
first Board Review Course in New York City in 2010 and the 
subsequent BRCs in 2011 through 2013. We couldn’t have 
done it without her.
 The College is greatly appreciative of all of her efforts 
over the past 13 years and wishes her the very best in her 
well-deserved retirement. Thank you Susan!

 Christopher Wenckus, DDS
 Immediate Past COD Board Member
 and all current and past board members!

Welcome Stacy!
Stacy	Bogard,	CAE assumed the executive secretary 
responsibilities as of December 2013. She spent 12+ 
years working in the Communications Department at the 
American Association of Endodontists before moving back 
to her home state of Michigan last summer. Stacy also 
works full-time for the Michigan Association of School 
Boards as its Assistant Director for Communications, PR & 
Marketing.
 She holds a bachelor of arts from Hope College and 
earned her Certified Association Executive designation 
from the American Society for Association Executives 
in 2007.
 With her years of experience with the AAE, the 
College is lucky to have her serving our members. 
Stacy is responsible for responding to member inquiries, 
membership notices, collecting dues, meeting registration, 
the Grossman Luncheon, updating the website and other 
administrative tasks. She can be reached at codabe96@
comcast.net or by calling 630/510-7136.
 In her spare time, Stacy enjoys spending time with 
her family, traveling (she’s made it to 42 states, including 
Alaska and Hawaii, and seven Canadian provinces), wine 
tasting, reading (especially if in a hammock), baking, 
working on craft projects and cheering on her favorite 
sports teams.
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